Project “Non-stop Europe”

The main idea of the project. 

The main theme of this project will be the Promotion of Participation and Diversity among young people in Latvia and Europe. 
The project will be used in the framework of the campaign “All different. All equal” run by the Council of Europe. 

The main aims are:

- To activate and stir up the discussion in the society about the Participation and Diversity issues through a street action and campaign materials involving people from eight different countries;

- To find out and collect the reactions and reflections of the Latvia’s society on these issues; 

- To organize and participate in a non-stop street action, thus giving the society a good example of Participation; 

- For the participants and leaders to gain an experience in multicultural cooperation and build a strong network of cooperation.
Youth in Latvia show a very low participation level in both political and social lives. Some marginalized groups are especially passive, they either do not have the possibility to participate or they do not know these possibilities exist. Often they are not interested to participate, as they do not think it can change anything. However, without participation, politicians and society in general often do not know what the needs of these groups are.

Participation is important as it promotes visibility, acceptance and equality of various groups in the society and lets them gain benefits that are present in every community.

Partner countries. 

The project will involve 5 young people from 9 countries (Latvia, Bulgaria, Poland, Hungary, Turkey, Norway, France, Portugal and Finland). Altogether 48 people (including organizers). The participants and the leaders will be young people representing the diverse part of Europe, coming from different cultural, social and economic backgrounds, showing a good practice of participation. 

Concept of the project. 

The project will take place in Latvia August 18.-28. It will be formed by 4 main stages. 

First part. Discussions and lectures about following themes: participation in the civil society; diversity experience as a fundament for tolerance; international cooperation as a special learning experience; the various techniques used in interaction with people in street actions. A special attention will be drawn also to some very tense issues in Latvia - promotion of tolerance towards ethnic, sexual and other minorities.

Second part will be dealing with preparations for the street action. Group work and simulation games will be used on learning more about the interaction with people. Several interactive methods will be developed to be used in the street actions. 
Third part. The main activity of it will be a 48-hour non-stop street action that is an innovative and creative way of interacting with the society. 

As the street action of the project will take place not only in capital Riga but as well in 2 other cities, it will insure the better approach to the marginalized communities. Both cities are having crucial ethnical issues, especially Daugavpils that is located in the least developed region of Latvia and is having a majority Russian speaking inhabitants. The participants will interact with the public on the streets and will listen to and gather opinions, as well as will promote their ideas, thus provoking some people to reconsider their own views. 

The street actions will take the following form. 

Street actions will take place in three cities of Latvia that are Riga, Liepaja and Daugavpils (participants will be divided in 3 groups, 15 people for each city. 7/8 people per group, 4 hours of action per city at a time, 16 hours per city in total). 

They will be organized by the participants of “Non-stop Europe”, but also local NGOs and politicians will be invited to join the actions and make a platform for the dialogue with the society. Several local ethnical minority and disabled youth organization will take part in the non-stop street action to promote their issues. They will be involved in the participation promoting process and motivate other people from minorities to participate as well they’ll have the platform for the dialogue with the society and the authorities. Therefore there is expected big number of the street actions’ participants. 
The main activities done in the street actions will be: 

· Distribution of the newsletter “All different,, All equal. Non-stop Europe” that will include several articles on the diversity, participation and tolerance topics written by young people. In this distribution process there will be great interaction promoted and the participants will promote the discussions with the people. 
· Asking youth to state their opinions and give a message to the decision makers and the society on the special postcards. Every young person will have the chance to write their suggestion and opinions on the youth participation. The opinions will be gathered in the big mail box. This will show to the young people that their opinion matters. Through this they will already participate in the community and politics and let them know they exist. We will prepare around 10 000 postcards and are planning to use and deal out at least 5 000 of them during the street actions. The rest will be put in youth centres and cafes. We are hoping to receive around 4 000 of the postcards back with the messages from young people to the politicians and the society. 

· Street performances will take place to attract the people and show the innovative way of interaction. 
· Local NGOs will contribute with their activities as well. 

A wide media coverage of the action will be insured due to its original method and wide coverage if the issues.

The fourth part. The last part of the meeting will be evaluation and follow-up planning. Here mainly group work, discussions and report forms will be used.

Expected results of the project. 

This project will create a dialogue among young people and their communities and politicians, it will also raise awareness about issues important to the young people and will promote participation among all groups of young people. 

There will be at least 50 involved in the participation in the street actions. 
Distribution materials as the newsletter and the postcards will be distributed. There will be gathered opinions from youngsters that will be delivered to the local or national  politicians. 
The participants of the project will be experiencing innovative way of learning and acting for the society. 
